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happy holidays!! 

 

 EC Desk Bill Miller—EC:    

Warm “WINTER” greetings and welcome to our Quarterly News Letter.  Our sincere intent is 
to keep the Hillsborough Amateur Radio Community informed concerning ARES/RACES 

operations, accomplishments, and opportunities.  Although occasionally called a “Club”, Hillsborough 
County ARES/RACES Inc. is only a service organization, whose core is a team of volunteers, committed to 
emergency preparedness.  Members are both individuals and affiliated club teams supporting 
Hillsborough County Amateur Radio Clubs. The “Team” concept is such a powerful motivator and is our 
major strength.  We are purposely working to improve communications with local Club organizations as 
well as our volunteer membership.  Please enjoy and use the information contained in these newsletters 
and visit our website for much more information and details.  Do contact me anytime for questions, 
assistance or suggestions.  73’s. Bill—N1CDO  bmiller@hcaresraces.net   

End of Year review – We had a very busy year despite no emergency activations which we give thanks for. 

· 4 licensing classes, 33 Licensed and 39 New members 
· Created and tested 6 go boxes 
· Set-up Alternate EOC and had two County Exercises there 
· Winlink stack with HF PACTOR/VERA with UHF VERA and VHF Packet at Alternate EOC 
· Updating our SOP's 
· We were asked to assume leadership and staffing with Sherrif's volunteer Amateur Radio group  
· State-wide AUX-Comm exercise 
· Conducted MARC training and the supporting  excercise 
· Presentation of Proclamation for Amateur Radio Week 
· Participated in Winter and Summer field day 
· Monthly advantage training classes 
· Weekly training check-in nets 
· Started Bi-Monthly meetings 

CQ Santa: Share the magic of Ham Radio and Santa Claus with your 
children, grandchildren, and neighborhood kids.  The Santa Net is held 
between Thanksgiving and Christmas week on 3.916 MHz (check-ins open 
1/2 hour before).  See their website for updated schedule/details. 

https://www.cqsanta.com/ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NiQhTeDgPCw 

Hillsborough County 
ARES/RACES Inc,   

9450 E. Columbus Dr, Tampa, FL  
33619    813-301-7474    
https://hillsboroughares.org 

https://www.cqsanta.com/
https://hillsboroughares.org/


 

HC ARESRACES In the News  

Hillsborough ARES/RACES (HCARES) and Kings Point Amateur Radio Club (KPARC) did extremely well on 
local and national level for the 2025 Field Day, See the link. Hillsborough County's RACES Team Earns Top 
Honors in National 24-Hour Emergency Radio Exercise | Hillsborough County, FL. Comments like 
Amazing Results and Outstanding Performance have been used.  

The PSOC (N4HCA) station was operated as if activated for a real-world event, exercising the antennas 
and the radio equipment and schedules. While KPARC conducted normal operations, they also staffed a 
GOTA Station used to get new and unlicensed users on the air. In addition, KPARC was able to test some 
upgrades to the Radio Room systems and processes.  Both organizations had their WINLINK Gateways 
(RMS Stack) Operating and passing emails. Currently there are two RMS Stacks in Hillsborough county 
N4HCA and K4KPR, By Q1 2026, there will be a third stack operational in East Hillsborough County 

KPARC also had the opportunity “Load Test” the new Solar Trailers the county procured and exercised 
their Disaster Radio Service (DRS). The DRS is a system of residents in Sun City Center FRS, GMRS and 
Amateur Radio connections to provide a path for emergency requests in the events other forms of 
communications are not available.   

Tampa RADIO Club (TARC) utilized the Mutual Aid Radio Communications (MARC) trailer with an ALUMA 
Tower on it and is very useful for hanging wire antennas as well as putting verticals in the air. The MARC 4 
unit is stored at Hillsborough County Fire services. 

Thank you to all who volunteered in person or on the air and a special thanks to those below: 

 Bill Williams AG4QX and Myesha Johnson N2XIT – was instrumental in organizing and operating N4HCA. 

Kieth Lindsay KI5US – Provided coordination and oversight of the KPARC (W4KPR) operations.  

Eileen Bishop AB9T - provided the coordination for the DRS program and conducted the exercise jointly 
with Field Day.  

Tom Grace K1TLG – Provided the interface configuration with KPARC for testing the Solar Trailer. 

Want to volunteer for the upcoming Winter Field Day?  
Saturday, 1/24/26 11AM - Sunday 1/25/26 4:59PM 

ARES RACES is planning to do Winter Field Day as a deployment with an unknown location in 
Hillsborough County. Location will be announced 2-3 days prior. We are considering utilizing the MARC4 
Unit, the new solar trailer, and the HCFR Mobile Command Vehicle. Available modes will be voice, digital, 
and CW on the UHF/VHF & HF bands. No experience is required!  

To volunteer email johnsonmr@hcfl.gov 

 

 

  

https://hcfl.gov/newsroom/2025/12/05/hillsborough-county-s-races-team-earns-top-honors-in-national-24-hour-emergency-radio-exercise
https://hcfl.gov/newsroom/2025/12/05/hillsborough-county-s-races-team-earns-top-honors-in-national-24-hour-emergency-radio-exercise


Leadership Spotlight:  Skip Argoe—Training Officer  

Hello Friends. My call sign is KD4IOF and my name is Roger “Skip” Argoe. Please do not call me Roger 
because that would mean that I am in trouble and need a spanking, or you are a bill collector – haha.  I 

have been an amateur radio operator for over fifty years and a CB radio operator during several years. Most of you 
are not old enough to remember when it was a long distant phone call to Plant City but there was such a time. I got 
a CB license so my wife could talk to her family for free with no toll charges. My call sign was KDI 2529 and my call 
name was Country Parson. 

I would definitely qualify for the title Jack of All Trades and Master of None.  

I have used my ham radio to communicate with missionaries around the word to connect them with their families 
by telephone. I still have my Heath Kit phone patch, which I built, and won’t get rid of because of all memories. My 
daughter reminds me that there are no twisted pair phone lines to hook it to anymore. 

I have passed traffic during hurricanes for many years but did not join the Hillsborough ARES/RACES group until 
about ten years ago. That led me first to Skywarn and then finally to the AEC of Training. After many years of 
teaching Sunday school, Little Peoples Church and finally serving as Assistant Pastor, I realized that what the Bible 
described “Apt to Teach” that was me. Unlike so many of the hams in the area, I do not have a degree in electronics 
or engineering. My degree is in communicating without using hardware of any kind. My degree is in theology, which 
allows me to communicate to the BOSS directly without hardware.  

73 to all and Happy Holidays 

Hillsborough County ARES RACES (HCAR) and Ham radio Upcoming Events 

1. Dec 12th & 14h Tampa Bay Hamfest-Plant City - https://fgcarc.org/ 
2. Jan 3rd and 17th 2026– Tech and General Casses at PSOC (HCAR) 
3. Jan 10, 2026 ARESRACES Bi-Monthly meeting at PSOC (HCAR) 
4. Feb 7, 2026 Amateur Radio 101 at PSOC (HCAR) 
5. Feb 13-15, 2026 Orlando Hamcation - https://www.hamcation.com/ 
6. Feb 28th WCF TECHCON at PSOC  https://arrlwcf.org/wcf-special-

events/wcftechconference/ 
7. March 7th ARESRACES Bi-Monthly meeting (HCAR) 

HC ARESRACES Volunteer Opportunities: 

*Trainers/co-trainers needed: Email if interested or want to shadow a class: sargoe@hcaresraces.net 

1. Amateur Radio prep courses—Gordon West instructor led curricula w/Testing. 

2. Introductory portable Antenna construction, WIN-Link skill, Shelter COMM Support & Operation. 

3. Safety and FEMA structures. 

4. Ham Radio – 101 Operator Skill w/hands-on operating coaching—geared especially for new 
Technician VHF/UHF operation. Help in programming your HT is offered. 

5. Fox Hunt direction finding skill with both classroom information and field practice. 

*Other volunteer opportunities: shelter operators, net control operators, special events 

mailto:sargoe@hcaresraces.net


2025 Volunteer of the Year!  Ken Watts    

I was first exposed to Ham Radio as a kid when my younger sister had a friend whose father 
was a Ham. He had a tower, and his station was in the middle of the living room.  A few 
years later the junior high school had a radio club that entered a station in the school's 

science fair, and the lure was set.  The opportunity to get licensed finally came when I met a Ham while I 
was stationed at Keesler AFB. As many Elmers did in those days, he gave me my code test disguised in 
code practice; Elmers administered the written test, as well. 

My interest in ARES/RACES stems from my youth, too. My mom volunteered for many areas, the Girl 
Scouts Neighborhood Chairman and active in Civil Defense and the Red Cross. She was an awesome 
role model, and she planted the seeds of community service and volunteerism. With that background, 
Ham Radio and ARES/RACES seemed to be a natural fit. I first join ARES/RACES in the “Gispert years” and 
I only had one activation for Hurricane Elena. I was the lone radio operator, and I stayed up for 36 hours 
straight. Adrenaline and a portable TV kept me going. When Larry retired, I took a break from Ham Radio. 
One day I looked at my call sign on my license plate and asked myself, “Are you a ham or aren't you?” 
With that, I bought a new radio and jumped headfirst back into ham Radio. I re-joined ARES/RACES and 
after about a year, I volunteered for an AEC position at first as the Club Liaison Officer and later became 
the Safety Officer, a position that I currently hold. The only Evacuation Center that I have worked since 
returning to Ham Radio is Erwin Tech and it is an awesome center to work at. The Department of Health 
(DOH) staff and the two school principals welcomed me and have supported me throughout every 
activation. With their help, I have a standard location for the station and separate living quarters. Special 
Needs Centers are all pet friendly and since we are considered staff, our dog stays with us.  

My equipment is extensive. Besides the obvious 2 meter/440 rig and the tremendous Go Kits that 
Hillsborough County has provided, I will take my own station for a backup and I also a scanner and 
external antenna to monitor Tampa Fire Rescue and an HF rig to monitor the Hurricane Watch Net 
(HWN.org; 14.325-daytime, 7.268-nighttime, 3.815 or 3.950 alternates). They also are on EchoLink 
WX_TALK Conference Node 7203.  

I joined the Air Force in the end of 1971, after basic training I joined the 589th AF Band at MacDill AFB. 
Next I was stationed with the 600th AF Band at Clark AB, Philippines, and the 502nd AF Band at Keesler 
AFB, Mississippi. My tour of duty at MacDill included marching in the Gasparilla Parades, recruiting tours 
in Florida, supporting military parades, and playing Taps at funerals. Keesler was very similar. We 
marched in Mardi Gras parades, some statewide tours and public events and Taps. Taps was my most 
important job, as far as I was concerned. Besides the gun salute, nothing is more important to the family 
as hearing Taps. It was a true honor to be playing for those families. My time in the Philippines was short 
lived, again, we played mostly public events; I don’t remember any military parades nor were there any 
funerals. While I was there only a short time, it was an enjoyable time. 

There is a Ham, whose name and call escapes me, who closes all of his emails with a phrase that says it 
all, “Ham Radio, it’s not a hobby, it’s a way of life.” Ham Radio is truly a way of life for me; some of my 
closest friends are Hams, and many of my most cherished memories are related to Ham Radio.  

73, Ken, WA4NSV 



Club Corner: Take some time over the holidays to check out the different amateur radio clubs and groups 
in the area and start the year off by joining a club and or an organization! 

Club Search Tools (taken from the Tampa Bay Amateur Radio Guide by Rob Jacobson- updated periodically located on our 
website under Downloads 

Amateur Radio Clubs, Groups, and Organizations  

Why are there so many clubs and groups?  Because we all need a community, and we all need help, 
somewhere we can ask questions and share our interests.  An 'Elmer' is someone who helps or mentors 
others in amateur radio related stuff, and amateur radio clubs and groups are full of them.  If you are 
serious about getting started in amateur radio, this will be a huge help! 

Club Search Tools and Lists 

ARRL - Search for ARRL Affiliated Clubs (arrl.org/find-a-club) 

ARRL, West Central Florida Section - Section Clubs – Your local amateur radio connection (arrlwcf.org) 

DX Zone – Florida Ham Radio Clubs - The DXZone.com (dxzone.com) 

Have questions about specific clubs/groups. You can reach out to them directly on their website or 
contact our Club Liaison, Ronald Perrett, at  rperrett@hcaresraces.net. 

Ham Holiday Spirit and Gift Giving: 

"#HamRadioChristmas" is a popular hashtag used during the holiday season to share festive cheer, gift 
ideas, decorations, and on-air activities. 

• Decorating the Shack/Antenna: Some enthusiasts decorate their radio shacks or even their 
outdoor antennas with Christmas lights and LEDs. 

• Learning Resources: Gifting a ham radio course or study materials can be a great gift idea 

• Apparel and Mugs: Embroidered and personalized items with call signs or radio themes 

• Equipment Upgrades: Do you have a "Christmas HAM wish lists sometimes retailers run 
holiday promotions or giveaways. 

• Etsy- https://www.etsy.com/market/ham_radio_christmas 

 

Twelve Days of Ham Radio Christmas by the Lea Family: Since receiving their licenses in early 2015, 
the kids (along with Mom and Dad) have enjoyed many exciting adventures involving Ham Radio. 
https://hamradio.world/ 

https://www.kb6nu.com/twelve-days-of-ham-radio-christmas/ 

 

HC ARESRACES wants to wish all of you Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays and a Wonderful New 
Year!!   

Newsletter staff: Myesha Johnson, Ronald Perrett, Lisa graves 

http://www.arrl.org/find-a-club
https://arrlwcf.org/wcf-section-programs/clubs/
https://www.dxzone.com/catalog/Ham_Radio/Clubs/North_America/USA/Florida/
mailto:rperrett@hcaresraces.net
https://www.etsy.com/market/ham_radio_christmas
https://www.kb6nu.com/twelve-days-of-ham-radio-christmas/

